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NOTICE OF PREPARATION/NOTICE OF INTENT  
FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
THE LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN 

 
 
Date: March 30, 2006 
 
 
To: Interested Persons 
 

  
 The City of Los Angeles (City) will be the Lead Agency along with the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act/National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan 
(LARRMP).  The purpose of this project is to improve the general environment of the Los 
Angeles River by improving natural habitat, economic values, water quality, recreation, 
and open space. The study area includes several locations where the potential exists for 
restoring a more natural riverine environment along the Los Angeles River, while 
maintaining and improving levels of flood protection.  Creation of treatment wetlands in 
and around the river, to treat effluent river flows and to restore missing linkages of 
fragmented habitat, would also be pursued.  Restored areas would provide natural 
riparian habitat to support indigenous wildlife and avifauna along a corridor transecting 
most of the San Fernando Valley, and extending into downtown Los Angeles. Other 
purposes include provision of public access to the river, identification of incidental 
recreation space, delineation of trails, and the reinvestment in the urban system that 
results in economic growth. 
 
We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and content of the 
environmental information that is germane to your agency’s statutory 
responsibilities in connection with the proposed project.  We also need to know the 
views and concerns of interested organizations and persons in order to properly 
analyze the environmental impacts of the proposed project.  Potential 
environmental impacts that may occur as a result of the proposed project include 
aesthetic, air quality, noise, and traffic impacts and impacts to cultural resources.  
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An analysis of these potential environmental impacts and other potential impacts 
that could be mitigated to a less-than-significant level is provided in an Initial Study 
checklist, which is attached or can be reviewed at the following: Central Library, 
630 West Fifth Street; Atwater Village Library, 3379 Glendale Blvd, and the North 
Hollywood Regional Library, 5211 Tujunga Avenue; or online at www.lariver.org  
 
A scoping meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 18, 2006 from 4:00 PM to 7:00 
PM at the Media Center located at 2714 Media Center Drive, Los Angeles, CA 
90065. 
  
Due to the time limits mandated by state law, your response must be sent at the 
earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.   
 
Please send your response to: Dr. Ara Kasparian 
 City of Los Angeles,  
 Public Works Department 
 Bureau of Engineering 
 Environmental Management Division 
 1149 South Broadway, Suite 600 
 Los Angeles, CA  90015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lariver.org/
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1. Project Title:  Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (LARRMP) 
 
2. Lead Agency Name and Address:         

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering 
Environmental Management Division 
1149 S. Broadway, Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA, 90015 

 
3. Contact Person and Phone Number: 

Dr. Ara J. Kasparian (213) 485-5729 
 

4. Project Location:   
 Citywide 

     
5. Project Sponsor's Name and Address: 

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering 
Environmental Management Division 
1149 S. Broadway, Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA, 90015 
 
And 
 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District 
Urban and Water Resources Planning Division 
915 Wilshire Boulevard, 14th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

      
6. General Plan Designation: 
The proposed project could be constructed and operated on land designated by the 
General Plan for residential, open space, commercial, industrial, public facilities, 
community, public rights-of-way, and/or recreational uses. There is a potential for the 
project alternatives to conflict with zoning, general plans, local coastal programs, and other 
applicable land use plans.   

 
7. Zoning: 

Zoning designations include the R (residential), C (commercial), and M (industrial) series, as 
well as other designated zones such as public facilities and open space. 
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8. Background Information: 
The Los Angeles River flows 51 miles through some the most diverse communities in 
Southern California. It stretches 32 miles within the City of Los Angeles alone, from 
Owensmouth Avenue in the upper reaches of the northwest San Fernando Valley, to the 
border with Vernon at the southern end of Downtown. The River is mostly dry during summer 
months, and can become a river filled with racing waters during the rainy season. The Los 
Angeles River has a compelling history and innate natural beauty of which many Angelenos 
are unaware.  
 
The current state of the River is degraded from its natural condition.  Flood management 
projects have lined the channel with concrete.  The banks are mostly lined with industrial 
land uses.  The length of the river is fenced for public safety and to reduce vandalism and 
dumping in the channel.  The public perception of the river is that of a drainage ditch, not of 
the natural system it once was. 

 
Three issues have made the River an enigmatic force in the processes and politics of the 
community: 
 
• The concrete channel is one of the reasons the City has turned its back to the River 

instead of a source of celebration of nature and beauty, as with other cities.  It is 
considered entirely without aesthetic value and largely without habitat value.  Portions of 
the River have recreational value, but these are not connected nor linked in a formal 
system of trails.  Wholesale removal of the channel would demand huge acquisitions of 
private property, destroying whole neighborhoods. Other solutions must be found to 
make the channel more “green,” more natural, more accessible and more secure. 

• River ownership, flood management, water quality, and community planning, zoning and 
economic development, are all controlled or influenced by separate 
agencies/departments This fragmentation is a fundamental obstacle to the ability to 
capture change with the River as a catalyst. Finding a cohesive governance structure, 
with the correct enabling tools, could be one of the most significant products of this plan. 
Without a new structure it may be impossible, from a practical standpoint, to achieve the 
vision of the plan. 

• The patchwork of zoning and other land use regulations, special districts and policies 
have created gross mismatches between the theoretical and actual land use in many 
neighborhoods. The problem exists at both extremes: some areas are grossly over-
zoned, putting gentrification or commercial pressure on residential areas that should be 
stabilized; other areas are grossly under-zoned where the location, market and River 
opportunities cannot be captured without rezoning. 

  
For many years, community leaders, elected officials, concerned citizens, environmental 
groups, recreational groups, and local visionaries have been involved in exploring ways to 
return the splendor of the River to the people of Los Angeles while maintaining flood 
protection and safety. Building on this momentum, Los Angeles City Council member Ed 
Reyes led efforts in 2002 to establish the Los Angeles City Council Ad Hoc Committee on 
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the Los Angeles River to function as a clearinghouse for River projects, to encourage 
community involvement in River improvements, and to help coordinate River-related projects 
within the City.  

The Ad Hoc River Committee established the following broad goals for the Los Angeles 
River Revitalization Plan:  

• Establish environmentally sensitive urban design guidelines, land use guidelines, and 
development guidelines for the River zone that will create economic development 
opportunities to enhance and improve River-adjacent communities by providing open 
space, housing, retail spaces such as restaurants and cafes, educational facilities, and 
places for other public institutions.  

• Improve the environment, enhance water quality, improve water resources, and improve 
the ecological functioning of the River.  

• Provide public access to the River.  

• Provide significant recreation space and open space, new trails, and improve natural 
habitats to support wildlife.  

• Preserve and enhance the flood control features of the River.  

• Foster a growth in community awareness of the Los Angeles River, and pride in the Los 
Angeles River.  

The LARRMP is a 20-year blueprint for development and management of the Los Angeles 
River for implementation by the City of Los Angeles.  The plan would identify  improvements 
along the project area all aimed towards celebrating neighborhoods, protecting wildlife, 
promoting the health of the river, and leveraging economic development. 

 
9. Description of the Project: 

The project study area is located within the Los Angeles Basin on a broad alluvial plain 
flanked by the Santa Monica Mountains to the west, and by the San Gabriel Mountains to the 
northeast. The Los Angeles River flows from the headwaters of Bell Creek and Calabasas 
Creek in the San Fernando Valley community of Canoga Park southeast through the San 
Fernando Valley approximately 32 miles through downtown Los Angeles to the border with 
the City of Vernon.  From there, it continues in a southerly direction until it empties into the 
Pacific Ocean at Long Beach.  The project study area comprises the 32 miles of the River 
within the City of Los Angeles that extends from Owensmouth Avenue, in the upper reaches 
of the northwest San Fernando Valley, to the border of the City of Vernon, at the southern 
end of Downtown Los Angeles.  The project proposes to consider a range of activities to 
restore riparian and aquatic habitat, and related habitat functions, in and adjacent to the Los 
Angeles River.  Compatible activities to conserve cultural resources, and to provide 
recreational, open space, and interpretive amenities, will also be considered.  In addition, 
redevelopment would be encouraged to bring economic and residential vitality along the river 
banks and utilization of the river as a natural scenic feature.  Recreational features such as 
additional green space and a continuous trail along the river are features of the project.   
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The purpose of this project is to improve the general environment of the Los Angeles River 
by improving natural habitat, economic values, water quality, recreation, and open space. 
The study area includes several locations where the potential exists for restoring a more 
natural riverine environment along the Los Angeles River, while maintaining and improving 
levels of flood protection.  Creation of treatment wetlands in and around the river, to treat 
effluent river flows and to restore missing linkages of fragmented habitat, would also be 
pursued.  Restored areas would provide natural riparian habitat to support indigenous wildlife 
and avifauna along a corridor transecting most of the San Fernando Valley, and extending 
into downtown Los Angeles.  Other purposes include provision of public access to the river, 
identification of incidental recreation space, delineation of trails, and the reinvestment in the 
urban system that results in economic growth. 
 
The  EIR/EIS would adopt two levels of review for its various components.  Because the 
LARRMP may be composed of various components, some components may have a project 
level detail while other components may not have a level of detail sufficient to meet the 
requirements of Section 15161 of CEQA Guidelines, which requires that the document 
examines environmental effects of a specific project and generally provides a detailed level 
of discussion and evaluation of the project.  Components not developed in sufficient detail 
would only be evaluated at a program-level or a concept level, requiring additional 
environmental reviews as more details emerge in the future. Thus, subsequent 
environmental analysis would be required for the components evaluated at a program level. 
Alternatives will be developed for the comprehensive river corridor, sub areas, and five 
detailed design opportunity areas.   
 

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, 
or participation agreements). 
Various approvals and/or permits will be required from other agencies or jurisdictions in 
order to implement one or more of the components of the LARRMP.  These agencies 
and jurisdictions may include, but are not limited to: 

 
FEDERAL 
� U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
� U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation 
� U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service 
� U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
� Federal Aviation Administration 

 
STATE 
� California Coastal Commission 
� California Department of Conservation, Department of Oil and Gas 
� California Department of Fish and Game 
� California Department of Parks and Recreation 
� California Department of Toxic Substances Control 
� California Department of Transportation 
� State Office of Historic Preservation 
� Department of Health Services 
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� State Water Resources Control Board 
 

REGIONAL 
� South Coast Air Quality Management District 
� Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
� Regional Water Quality Control Board 

  Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 
  County of Los Angeles 

LOCAL 
� City of Burbank 
� City of Glendale 
� City of Los Angeles, Board of Public Works 
� City of Los Angeles, City Council 
� City of Los Angeles, Department of Water and Power 
� City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety 
� City of Los Angeles, Community Redevelopment Agencies 
� City of Los Angeles, Department of Planning 
� City of Los Angeles, Police Commission 
� City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks 
� City of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation 
� Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
� Los Angeles Unified School District 

 
OTHER 
� Union Pacific Railroad 
� Metropolitan Transit Authority 
� BNSF Railroad 
� Metrolink 
� Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
� Union Pacific 
 

11. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
 
The environmental factors checked below ( ) would be potentially affected by this project, 
involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the 
checklist on the following pages. 
 

 Aesthetics  Hazards & Hazardous 
Materials  Public Services 

 Agriculture 
Resources  Hydrology/Water 

Quality  Recreation 

 Air Quality  Land Use/Planning  Transportation/Traffic 

 Biological 
Resources  Mineral Resources  Utilities/Service Systems  

 Cultural Resources   Noise  Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 
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 Geology/Soils  Population/Housing   

 
DETERMINATION:  On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the 
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.  

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in 
the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent.  A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, 
and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) is required.  

I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or 
"potentially significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one 
effect (1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures 
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets.  An 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable 
standards and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are 
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   _______________________________ 
Ara Kasparian, Ph.D.     Date  
Project Manager/City of Los Angeles 



 
Initial Study Checklist 
Issues Potentially 

Significant 
Potentially 
Significant 
Unless 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No Impact 
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1.  AESTHETICS.  Would the project: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on 
a scenic vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including, but not limited to trees, 
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within 
a state scenic highway? 

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial 
light or glare that would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

    

 
The LARRMP project improves the visual character of the River corridor.  The 
project would replace  urban and industrial vistas of little aesthetic value with more 
natural scenic vistas of high aesthetic value. Natural features will include open 
space; native and/or ornamental vegetation and landscaping; and natural water 
sources.  Urban features to be replaced would not include features of high value 
such as structures of architectural or historical significance or visual prominence; 
public plazas, art or gardens; heritage oaks or other trees or plants protected by the 
city; consistent design elements along a street or district; pedestrian amenities; 
landscaped medians or park areas etc.  The project will positively enhance the 
urban landscape by creating focal views of natural elements within the urban 
environment.  The following scenic highways would benefit from the improved 
vistas of the revitalized river corridor:  1) in northeast Los Angeles the river travels 
under Colorado Boulevard, a Major Scenic Highway and under the Pasadena 
Freeway, a Scenic Divided Major Highway; 2) in Hollywood, Forest Lawn, a major 
Scenic Highway runs adjacent to the LA River in Griffith Park; and, 3) in Silverlake-
Echo Park, Riverside Drive, a Major Scenic Highway runs adjacent and crosses the 
LA River at the western edge of Elysian Park.  
 
The LARRMP project will not damage scenic resources but will preserve and 
enhance them with the proposed developments and improvements.  Proposed 
planting of the riparian areas will reduce glare from the concrete lined river.  
However, the redevelopment aspects of the project could create a new source of 
light or glare that could adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area. Ponded 
water within the River could also create a new source of light or glare. The project 
would both increase and decrease zones of artificial lighting, depending on the 
location. The EIR will evaluate potential impacts to day or nighttime views in the 
area caused by new sources of substantial light or glare. 



 
Initial Study Checklist 
Issues Potentially 

Significant 
Potentially 
Significant 
Unless 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No Impact 
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2. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES:  In determining whether impacts to agricultural 
resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
California Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts 
on agriculture and farmland.  Would the project: 
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland) as shown on the maps 
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping 
and Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?      

c) Involve other changes in the existing 
environment, which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, 
to non-agricultural use? 

    

 
The majority of the land within the City of Los Angeles and surrounding areas is 
zoned for residential, commercial and industrial land uses.  The LARRMP project 
does not have the potential to affect agricultural resources since development 
would occur on areas that have been previously disturbed. The proposed project is 
not expected to affect prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide 
importance or convert any farmland to non-agricultural use.  The project would not 
affect agriculturally zoned land or affect a Williamson Act contract.  The only 
location where the project would potentially encroach upon land currently 
designated or leased for agricultural use is within or adjacent to the Sepulveda 
Basin.  Consequently, the project is expected to have less-than-significant impacts 
to the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. 
 
 
 
    



 
Initial Study Checklist 
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Potentially 
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Significant 
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3. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria established by the 
applicable air quality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to 
make the following determinations.  Would the project: 
a) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air quality 
plan? 

    

b) Violate any air quality standard or 
contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation? 

    

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable 
net increase of any criteria pollutant for which 
the project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions that 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

    

d) Expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations?     

e) Create objectionable odors affecting 
a substantial number of people?     

 
The LARRMP project would be implemented to meet air quality regulations.  The 
LARRMP project would be based on future population projections developed by the 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).  The potential for the 
LARRMP project to induce population growth beyond the levels projected by 
SCAG, which could obstruct the implementation of the current Air Quality 
Management Plan (serves as the State Implementation Plan for bringing the air 
basin into attainment) is remote. 
 
Construction of the LARRMP project has the potential to affect localized traffic 
circulation patterns, which could in turn result in increases in carbon monoxide (CO) 
hotspots or an exceedance of carbon monoxide standards.  During construction, 
traffic may be rerouted and bridges may be closed or even relocated to implement 
project design.  Similarly, the creation of new parks and open space would increase 
visitation to the area which could result in increased traffic, which could result in 
carbon monoxide hotspots.  The EIR will evaluate the potential for the LARRMP 
project to result in violations of state and federal carbon monoxide standards. 
 
In addition, without mitigation, the construction and operation associated with the 
LARRMP project could result in the generation of criteria pollutants, which could 
result in short-term significant impacts.  Air quality impacts may occur as a result of 
earth moving operations and the use of heavy equipment.  The EIR/EIS will 
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Significant 
Potentially 
Significant 
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evaluate the construction and operational air quality impacts of the LARRMP project 
and identify mitigation measures that could reduce these effects. 
 
The EIR/EIS will evaluate the potential for the LARRMP project to result in 
cumulatively considerable increases in criteria pollutants. 
 
Sensitive receptors include land uses such as schools, residences, recreational 
facilities, and other land uses that could contain young children, elderly persons, or 
people with existing respiratory health problems.  The EIR will evaluate the potential 
for construction and operation of the LARRMP project to affect sensitive receptors.  
 
The LARRMP should not create objectionable odors, potential odor impacts of the 
LARRMP project will be evaluated in the EIR.  
 
The planting of riparian vegetation will result in a decrease in Suspended 
Particulate Matter (PM 10) emissions through the prevention of wind-blown erosion 
and to trap airborne particulates from both on- and off-site sources (County of Los 
Angeles 1996). 
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  Would the project:  

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and Game or 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on 
any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on 
federally protected wetlands as defined by 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, 
but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the 
movement of any native resident or migratory 
fish or wildlife species or with established 
native resident migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an 
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Conservation Community Plan, other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

    

 
Existing habitat along the LA River includes: an unlined portion of the river that is 
populated with riparian habitat in the Sepulveda Basin, and another habitat located 
slightly upstream and downstream of the Glendale Narrows, from approximately 
across from Forest Lawn to just downstream of Taylor Yard. In addition, there is 
foraging habitat (algal based) along the lower reach of the Los Angeles River 
(above the tidal zone). Overflow from the low flow channel in this reach regularly 
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spills onto the river apron (from the low flow channel) creating an algal mat layer 
that supports migrating shorebirds. 
 
Biological resources are also present adjacent to the river in specific areas and 
nodes.   
 
A major objective of the LARRMP project is to restore habitat along the LA River 
which would be beneficial to ecological and biological processes.  The project 
would enhance existing and create new riparian and aquatic habitat to positively 
affect all native species including candidate, sensitive and special status species.  
Riparian habitats will support bird populations by providing nesting and cover 
opportunities and wildlife populations by creating corridors for movement and 
migration.  Aquatic habitat improvements may provide fish access further upstream 
and into created wetlands for nursery habitat if additional flow results from the 
project.   
 
The EIR/EIS will evaluate potential impacts to biological resources along the Los 
Angeles River. 
 
The LARRMP project is not expected to result in direct impacts to existing protected 
wetlands, as the LARRMP components would be implemented primarily in the 
urbanized areas of the City.  However, creation of treatment wetlands in and around 
the river to restore missing linkages of fragmented habitat  would also be 
pursued. The EIR/EIS will discuss potential impacts to biological resources at the 
program-level where applicable. 
 
The LARRMP alternatives are not expected to directly affect the movement of 
migratory fish or terrestrial wildlife species, as the project area is largely urbanized.  
None of the alternatives is expected to result in structures or facilities that would 
impede wildlife corridors or the use of native wildlife nursery sites.  Alternatively the 
project components include elements that would provide habitat to wildlife including 
constructed treatment wetlands and riparian zones.  The EIR/EIS will evaluate the 
potential to restore habitats and migratory corridors. 
 
However, migratory shore bird habitat in Long Beach along the lower reach of the 
Los Angeles River is significant and is dependent on flow within the river.  The 
EIR/EIS will evaluate potential to affect migratory bird habitat along the lower reach 
of the Los Angeles River. 
 
The City of Los Angeles has various tree ordinances and policies that may apply to 
the LARRMP project.  In addition, other jurisdictions (such as the Cities of Burbank 
and Glendale) may have similar ordinances or policies.  The EIR/EIS will discuss 
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and evaluate the applicable biological resource policies as they apply to the 
LARRMP project.   
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of a historical resource as 
defined in Section 15064.5? 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5?  

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of formal cemeteries?     

 
The LARRMP project may affect historic, archeological, and paleontological 
resources that are located in the vicinity of the River.  The EIR/EIS will evaluate the 
potential impacts of the project on historic, archeological, and paleontological 
resources.  Structures and bridges could be modified or moved as a result of the 
project components.  An inventory will be conducted to determine those that are of 
historical or cultural significance. 
 
The LARRMP project is not expected to affect formal cemeteries or other places of 
human burial.  The risk of affecting human remains including Native American 
culture will be addressed in the EIR/EIS.  If human remains are exposed during 
construction, the Los Angeles County Coroner would be contacted in accordance 
with Section 7050.5 of the State Health and Safety Code.  State Health and Safety 
Code 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner 
has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition pursuant to Public 
Resources Code 5097.98.   
 
 
6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.  Would the project  

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including 
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:  
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, 
as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 
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ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction?     

iv) Landslides?     
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or 
the loss of topsoil?     

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil 
that is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, 
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or 
collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as 
defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life 
or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 

    

 
Numerous earthquake faults are located in the City and along the project’s length 
which could affect the components of the LARRMP.  The EIR will discuss the 
potential fault and seismic impacts related to the LARRMP project. 
 
Liquefaction is caused by the vibration of loose fine sand or silt that is saturated 
with water.  Liquefaction only occurs if the sediment: 1) is of fine sand or silt size, 2) 
is loosely consolidated, 3) is saturated, and 4) is subject to vibration.  The potential 
for LARRMP project to be located in liquefaction zones and associated impacts 
would be discussed in the EIR.    
 
Wet weather management measures that capture and percolate runoff could affect 
slope stability in the River Corridor.  The EIR/EIS will evaluate the general potential 
for the LARRMP project to affect slope stability from wet weather management 
projects.   If excavation or clearing of a site involves more than 20,000 cu. yd. on a 
slope of ten percent or more then the potential of landslides is significant.  The 
project components could involve the disturbance of hundreds of acres therefore 
impacts are possible.  The EIR/EIS will discuss the potential soil erosion and 
landslide impacts of the LARRMP project.   
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In addition, runoff could be altered as a result of the project due to rerouting of 
stormwater discharges and changes of impervious surfaces.  Effects on erosion are 
possible and will be evaluated in the EIR/EIS. 
 
There is a slight potential for soil settlement in and around the River banks, and 
such impacts would be discussed in the EIR/EIS. 
 
Elements of the LARRMP project may be sited in areas known for expansive soils.  
However, expansive soils are not anticipated to pose problems for the project.  
No impact is anticipated and no further analysis is recommended. 
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7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile 
of an existing or proposed school? 

    

d) Be located on a site which is included 
on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport 
land use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the project result in 
a safety hazard for people residing or working 
in the project area? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip, would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or working in 
the project area? 

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or death involving 
wildland fires, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are intermixed with wildlands? 
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The objective of the LARRMP project is to create a cleaner and healthier 
environment within and adjacent to the LA River.  It is expected that hazards and 
hazardous materials will be reduced in the area. 
 
There could be a use of hazardous materials during project construction or as a 
result of commercial activities following redevelopment. Construction materials will 
be stored and handled to avoid leakages or spills; however some hazardous 
materials may be used including petroleum products.   
 
The LARRMP project has the potential to encounter contaminated soils and 
groundwater (from adjacent industrial properties, historic landfills, superfund sites, 
etc.), which could pose a safety risk to the public and workers.  The EIR/EIS will 
evaluate the anticipated impacts related to the potential to encounter hazardous 
materials during construction. 
 
As part of the EIR/EIS, an environmental site assessment would be prepared for 
the LARRMP project nodes to determine the potential for encountering hazardous 
materials during construction.  The EIR/EIS would evaluate the potential 
construction-related hazardous materials impacts. 
 
The proposed project may include facilities that would be located within 2 miles of a 
private airport.  The EIR/EIS would discuss potential safety impacts associated with 
LARRMP components in the vicinity of private airports.   
 
The EIR/EIS will evaluate the potential for LARRMP opportunity area locations to 
affect emergency response or evacuation plans and routes.   
 
The LARRMP project would be constructed and operated largely in the urban 
environment and are not expected to occur in areas prone to wildland fires.  
Consequently, the alternatives are not anticipated to expose people or structures to 
risk of injury, death, or loss.  No further analysis is recommended. 
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8.  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.  Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements?     

b) Substantially deplete groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that there would 
be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering 
of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the 
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells 
would drop to a level which would not support 
existing land uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream 
or river, in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

    

d) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream 
or river, or substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner that 
would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water 
which would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade 
water quality?     

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood 
hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood 
Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate 
Map or other flood hazard delineation map? 

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard 
area structures that would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 

    

i)  Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding, 
including flooding as a result of the failure of a 
levee or dam? 
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j)  Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?     
 
The LARRMP project would be designed to comply with existing water quality laws 
and regulations.  One objective of the LARRMP project is to enhance water quality. 
 
The LARRMP project impacts on groundwater quantity and quality will be 
determined in the EIR/EIS. 
 
Construction of the alternatives could result in the erosion of excavated materials 
into the local drainage system or water body.  Potential impacts to water quality as 
a result of erosion during construction would be discussed in the EIR/EIS. 
 
Best Management Practices will be followed during construction following the 
California Storm Water Best Management Practice Handbooks Construction 
Activities to avoid substantial flooding, erosion or siltation.  Supplemental erosion 
control measure to be implemented include: mulching, geotextiles and mats, earth 
dikes, temporary drains and gulleys, silt fence, straw bale barriers, sand bag 
barriers, brush or rock filter, sediment trays, and sediment basins. 
 
Removal of concrete within the channel and exposure of soil to the river system 
could increase the amount of sedimentation in the river and in the bay.  Without 
mitigation, there may  also be the potential for an increase in flood elevations.  
 
The project may result in a decrease in impervious areas which will potentially 
decrease surface runoff and increase absorption rates. Decreased urban runoff can 
affect concentration of  contaminants entering the River. 
 
The LARRMP project could encourage creation of new housing; however, these are 
not expected to be located within the 100-year flood hazard area. No further 
analysis is recommended. 
 
The LARRMP project may affect the existing flood elevation which may require new 
levees or possible setbacks or the raising of existing levees.  Flood potential will not 
be increased as a result of the proposed project. 
 
Although there are several water bodies, mountains, and hills in and around the 
City, none of the LARRMP project components would involve elements that could 
change or increase the risk of inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflows. 
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9. LAND USE AND PLANNING.  Would the project: 
a) Physically divide an established 
community?     

b) Conflict with any applicable land use 
plan, policy or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not 
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local 
coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted 
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat 
conservation plan or natural communities 
conservation plan? 

    

 
The LARRMP project does not include facilities that would physically divide an 
established community.  No further analysis is recommended. 
 
A major component of the LARRMP will be to modify and unify land uses and 
zoning along the River corridor to allow more recreational uses and redevelopment 
of underutilized industrial sites and provide more consistent land uses and zoning 
between jurisdictions. The potential for the alternatives to conflict with zoning, 
general plans, local coastal programs, and other applicable land use plans would 
be evaluated in the EIR/EIS. 
 
There are no known habitat conservation plans or natural community conservation 
plans other than those identified in the Conservation Element of Los Angeles 
General Plan, that would be affected by the LARRMP project.  However, there are 
numerous plans and studies concerning the Los Angeles River, which the project 
could affect.  The EIR/EIS would discuss the applicable plan and studies 
concerning the LA River and assess compatibility of the alternatives to those plans. 
 
Comprehensive changes to zoning and land uses across several jurisdictions may 
occur as a result of the project, including the creation of a River protection zone.  
These changes are expected to have beneficial impacts on the environment.   
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10.  MINERAL RESOURCES.   Would the project:  
a) Result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would be of value 
to the region and the residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a 
locally important mineral resource recovery 
site delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan? 

    

 
The LA River is in a largely urbanized area and is generally not used for mineral 
extraction.  However, the Hansen Dam area is mined for rock and aggregate 
material.  As such, the EIR/EIS would discuss the potential for the project to affect 
the availability of mineral resources.   
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11.  NOISE.  Would the project result in: 
a)  Exposure of persons to or generation 
of noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other 
agencies? 

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation 
of excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project? 

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic 
increase in ambient noise levels in the project 
vicinity above levels existing without the 
project? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport 
land use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area 
to excessive noise levels? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area 
to excessive noise levels? 

    

 
Construction and redevelopment actions may increase noise levels. Construction 
could take a few years to complete and may include activities such as pile driving.  
The EIR/EIS would discuss the potential for temporary and long-term changes in 
noise levels. 
 
The redevelopment component from the project would involve a shift of land use 
from industrial to commercial and residential which should lower noise impacts in 
the area. 
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12.  POPULATION AND HOUSING.  Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial population growth 
in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of 
existing housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

    

c)  Displace substantial numbers of 
people, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

 
The issues related to LARRMP and the SCAG projected population growth in the 
area would be discussed in the EIR/EIS 
 
Some of the components of the LARRMP opportunity areas could be constructed 
on parcels currently occupied by commercial and/or industrial structures, but 
protection of residential structures would likely occur since one of the priorities of 
the project is to avoid displacing existing housing. The EIR/EIS will identify and 
evaluate the potential housing displacement impacts.  Significant displacement 
would equate to a net loss equal or greater than a one-half block equivalent of 
habitable housing units through demolition, conversion, or other means (equivalent 
to 15 single-family or 25 multi-family dwelling units).  The EIR/EIS will also evaluate 
if any displacement of housing were to affect affordable to very low- or low-income 
households (as defined by federal and/or City standards). 
 
As a result of this project, economic and residential development adjacent to 
existing communities would be encouraged. The development encouraged in this 
project is intended to promote the River as an economic asset to the adjacent, 
established communities (LA County 1996). This development is expected to be 
small in scale and would not result in large increases in employment or population 
growth. This growth is not expected to exceed official local population projections.   
The EIR/EIS will identify and evaluate the potential population growth impacts.   
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13.  PUBLIC SERVICES.  Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically altered government facilities, need for 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response 
times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 
a) Fire protection?     

b) Police protection?     

c) Schools?     

d) Parks?     

e) Other public facilities?     
 
The LARRMP project could include a housing component that could directly result 
in increases in demand for fire protection services. The EIR/EIS will discuss the 
potential for the LARRMP to affect the provision of fire protection services.  
 
The LARRMP project could include a housing component that could directly result 
in increases in demand for police protection services. The EIR/EIS will discuss the 
potential for LARRMP nodes to affect the provision of police protection services. 
 
The LARRMP project could include a housing component. The EIR/EIS will discuss 
the potential for increase in demand for schools or school capacity. 
 
The LARRMP project includes the creation of parks and open space therefore 
potentially requiring more services to the facilities, but would also be creating more 
services such as parks and recreation opportunities.     
 
The LARRMP project could include a housing component that could directly result 
in increases in demand for other public services.   
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14.  RECREATION. 

a) Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood or regional parks or 
other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities that might 
have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment? 

    

 
The LARRMP project would provide a beneficial effect on recreation in the City by 
increasing existing parks, open space, and recreational facilities. In areas where 
these new facilities are adjacent to existing parks and recreational facilities, the 
demand and use could increase.  The effects that these facilities would have on the 
environment will be addressed in the EIR/EIS.   
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15.  TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC.  Would the project: 

a) Cause an increase in traffic that is 
substantial in relation to the existing traffic load 
and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in 
a substantial increase in either the number of 
vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on 
roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

    

b) Exceed, either individually or 
cumulatively, a level of service standard 
established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or 
highways? 

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic 
patterns, including either an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in location that results in 
substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards to a 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses 
(e.g. farm equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency 
access?     

f) Result in inadequate parking 
capacity?     

g) Conflict with adopted policies 
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus 
turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

    

 
Elements of the LARRMP project may increase the volume of traffic and congestion 
at intersections on adjacent roads. The EIR/EIS will discuss potential impacts to 
road congestion that could result from project operation or construction.   
 
The LARRMP project is not expected to affect air travel patterns or demand for air 
travel.  No further analysis is recommended. 
 
The LARRMP alternatives will not include components that increase hazards or 
create incompatible uses in transportation/traffic.  
 
During construction the use of streets and public rights-of-way, could temporarily 
result in inadequate emergency access and road closures.  During construction, the 
project could increase the demand for parking and could reduce the amount of on-



 
Initial Study Checklist 
Issues Potentially 

Significant 
Potentially 
Significant 
Unless 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No Impact 

 

LARRMP Initial Study, Page 30 

street parking.  However, upon completion, the project should provide better 
emergency access and increases in long-term parking capacity within the project 
vicinity. The EIR/EIS will address the affect of the project on parking capacity. 
 
The LARRMP project proposes to create bike lanes adjacent to the river corridor 
which would benefit the City’s goal in supporting alternative transportation.  The 
EIR/EIS would evaluate the potential of the LARRMP project to conflict with polices 
supporting alternative transportation.  
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16.  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.  Would the project: 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements of the applicable Regional Water 
Quality Control Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of 
new water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construction 
of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of 
new storm water drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construction 
of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project from existing 
entitlements and resources, or are new or 
expanded entitlements needed? 

    

e) Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider that serves or 
may serve the project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project's solid waste disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations related to solid waste?     

 
The LARRMP project would meet wastewater treatment requirements established 
by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
 
The project could include the construction of new storm water drainage facilities 
and/or expansion of existing facilities including wetlands for tertiary treatment of 
wastewater. The construction of these elements will be evaluated in the EIR/EIS to 
determine the significance of environmental effects. 
 
The EIR/EIS will evaluate the availability of sufficient water supplies to serve the 
project from existing entitlements and resources.   
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The EIR/EIS will evaluate the available capacity of the wastewater treatment 
provider(s) that may serve the project and the ability to meet the project’s projected 
demand.  
 
There will probably be no potential impacts to landfill capacity from the LARRMP 
project.  During construction, there will be little increased disposal needs.  
Population increases as a result of new residential and commercial land uses in the 
project area may result in the need for more trash removal service long-term. 
 
The LARRMP alternatives would be implemented over the next 20 years or more.  
Standard City practices and standard provisions in City construction contracts 
require compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, including those 
related to solid waste.  No further analysis is recommended. 
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17.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE. 

a) Does the project have the potential to 
degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered plant or animal 
or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable?  ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

    

c) Does the project have environmental 
effects that will cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

    

 
The LARRMP is likely to benefit fish and wildlife and incrementally reverse the 
overall cu