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State Legislation:
Page
#

5

Bill

AB 1567

Author

Aguiar-Curry
and Mathis

Topic

Recommendation

Organic waste: scoping plan.

Support If Amended

Notes
This bill, on or before December 31, 2021, would require the
state Strategic Growth Council, in consultation with
stakeholders and relevant permitting agencies, to prepare and
submit to the Legislature a report that provides a scoping plan
for the state to meet its organic waste, climate change, and air
quality mandates, goals, and targets and would require the
scoping plan to include, among other things, recommendations
on policy and funding support for the beneficial reuse of organic
waste.
Recommended amendments to:
1. Specifically include local government in the list of stakeholders
to consult with in preparing the scoping plan and any other
relevant documents or plans, and
2. Ensure in-state biomethane production.

Federal Legislation:
Page
#

14

Bill

HR 5845
/ S 3263

Author

Lowenthal and
Udall

Topic

Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act

Recommendation

Notes

Support and Amend

The bills would amend the Solid Waste Disposal Act to reduce
the production and use of certain single-use plastic products
and packaging by:
(A) Requiring Plastic Producers to Take Responsibility for
Collecting and Recycling Materials
(B) Create Nationwide Container Deposits
(C) Source Reduction and Phase-Out Top Polluting Products
(D) Carryout Bag Fee
(E) Create a Minimum Recycled Content Requirement
(F) Standardize Recycling and Composting
(G) Review Effects of Plastic Tobacco Filters, Electronic
Cigarettes and Derelict Fishing Gear
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(H) Prevent Plastic Waste from Being Shipped to Developing
Countries that Cannot Manage It
(I) Protect Existing State Action
(J) Temporarily Pause New Plastic Facilities
Recommended amendments to:
1. Include conversion technologies for the recovery of energy
or fuel from waste,
2. further define many terms and performance standards
including “targeted outreach”, and minimum recycled content
requirement goals.
3. increase the maximum number of beverage containers that
can be recycled per person per day
4. prohibit EPR monies from being used for legal fees.

County Proposed Legislation
Bill

Author

Topic

Recommendation

Notes
The bill will allocate $200 million per year from the Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund (Cap & Trade) and to be allocated as
follows:

TBD

Maienschein

Recycling and Organics Infrastructure
and Market Development.

Support

1. Organic Waste Management:
• $50 million/year for organics infrastructure grants and
loans
• $50 million/year for grants to local jurisdictions for organics
related activities
2. Recycling Infrastructure and Market Development
• $90 million/year for recycling infrastructure, recycling
related activities, and market development grants and
loans
• $10 million/year for grants to local jurisdictions for
beverage container recycling and litter cleanup
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Existing Law: The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 establishes the State Air
Resources Board as the state agency responsible for monitoring and regulating sources emitting
greenhouse gases. The act authorizes the state board to include the use of market-based
compliance mechanisms. Pursuant to the act, the state board has adopted the Low-Carbon Fuel
Standard regulations. Existing law requires all moneys, except for fines and penalties, collected
by the state board from a market-based compliance mechanism to be deposited in the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and to be available upon appropriation by the Legislature.
Existing law requires the Legislative Analyst's Office to annually submit a report to the
Legislature on the economic impacts and benefits of specified greenhouse gas emissions
targets.
Proposed Law: This bill would require the state board to ensure alternative fuels are treated
equally with regard to the requirements for generating credits under the Low-Carbon Fuel
Standard regulations. The bill would, commencing January 1, 2021, require the Legislative
Analyst's Office to also annually prepare an analysis of moneys allocated from the Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund.

AB
1506

McCarty

Amended
Existing Law: A business that generates 4 cubic yards or more of commercial solid waste or Watch.
January 15, 2020 organic waste per week is required to arrange for recycling services. Existing law requires a
business subject to either of those requirements to provide, on or before July 1, 2020, customers
Senate
with a recycling bin or container for that waste stream that complies with prescribed
Committee on
requirements. Existing law exempts full-service restaurants from the requirement to provide
Rules.
customers with a recycling bin or container if the full-service restaurant, on or before July 1,
2020, provides its employees a recycling bin or container for that waste stream to collect material
purchased on the premises and implements a program to collect that waste stream.
Proposed Law: This bill would specify that, with respect to a theme park, amusement park,
water park, resort or entertainment complex, zoo, attraction, or similar facility that is subject to
either of those requirements, the requirement to provide customers with a recycling bin or
container only applies to permanent, nonmobile food service facilities with dedicated seating
areas that are not full-service restaurants. The bill would authorize such a facility subject to the
organic waste recycling services requirement to alternatively implement a process for recycling
organic waste from customers that yields results comparable to or greater in volume and quality
to results attained by providing an organic waste recycling bin or container. The bill would also
make other revisions to these provisions, including revising the definition of “full-service
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restaurant” deleting obsolete provisions, and making conforming changes. This bill would
declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute.
AB
1509

Mullin and
Berman

Amended May
01, 2019.
Senate
Committee on
Environmental
Quality.

Existing Law: The Rechargeable Battery Recycling Act of 2006 requires every retailer to have
in place a system for the acceptance and collection of used rechargeable batteries for reuse,
recycling, or proper disposal. Existing law requires the system for the acceptance and collection
of used rechargeable batteries to include, at a minimum the take-back of a used rechargeable
battery of the type or brand that the retailer sold or previously sold at no cost to the consumer.
Existing law defines "rechargeable battery" for purposes of these provisions to mean a small,
non-vehicular, rechargeable nickel-cadmium, nickel metal hydride, lithium-ion, or sealed leadacid battery, or a battery pack containing these types of batteries.

Floor Alert of
Support sent to
Assembly on May
21, 2019.

Proposed Law: This bill would establish the Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling Program in
CalRecycle. The bill would require a covered entity, as defined, on or before March 1, 2021, to
provide a list of covered products that it sells or offers for sale in the state to the department and
the total number of each covered product it sold in the state during the prior year, and to update
those lists annually. The bill would define "covered product" to mean a lithium-ion battery sold
separately or sold with a product, or a product containing a lithium-ion battery or battery pack
that is not designed to be removed from the product by a consumer. The bill would require a
covered entity to annually achieve specified collection and recycling rates for covered products.
The bill would require a covered entity to establish a stewardship program for covered batteries
independently or as part of a group of covered entities through membership in a stewardship
organization. The bill would authorize a covered entity to achieve the recycling rates for covered
battery-embedded products through any of specified mechanisms, including through a takeback program in which the retailer offers consumers covered battery-embedded product takeback services through collection receptacles or a mail-back program. The bill would require a
covered entity to pay the CalRecycle an administrative fee, set by CalRecycle at an amount that,
when paid by every covered entity, is adequate to cover CalRecycle's, and any other state
agencies', full costs of administering and enforcing this program. The bill would require
CalRecycle to deposit those administrative fees in the Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling Cost of
Implementation Account, which would be established by the bill, and would authorize the
expenditure of those funds, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for certain purposes. The bill
would require CalRecycle, on or before January 1, 2022, to adopt regulations to implement the
program. This bill would also state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to amend the
Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003 to allow for the recovery and recycling of lithium-ion
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batteries and products containing lithium-ion batteries under the existing program established
by the act.
AB
1567

AguiarCurry

Amended
January 15,
2020.
Senate
Committee on
Rules.

Existing Law: The Strategic Growth Council was established in state government consisting of Watch.
various state agency heads and 3 public members. Existing law assigns to the council certain
duties relative to the identification and review of activities and funding programs of state
agencies that may be coordinated to improve air and water quality, improve natural resource
protection, increase the availability of affordable housing, improve transportation, meet
greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals, encourage sustainable land use planning, and
revitalize urban and community centers in a sustainable manner.
Proposed Law: This bill, on or before December 31, 2021, would require the council, in
consultation with stakeholders and relevant permitting agencies, to prepare and submit to the
Legislature a report that provides a scoping plan for the state to meet its organic waste, climate
change, and air quality mandates, goals, and targets and would require the scoping plan to
include, among other things, recommendations on policy and funding support for the beneficial
reuse of organic waste.

AB
1672

Bloom

Amended
January 23,
2019.
Senate
Committee on
Rules.

AB
1770

Frazier

Introduced
February 22,
2019.
Senate
Committee on

Existing Law: The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, administered by Support.
CalRecycle, generally regulates the disposal, management, and recycling of solid waste.
Proposed Law: This bill would require, commencing January 1, 2021, except as provided,
certain nonwoven disposal products to be labeled clearly and conspicuously to communicate
that they should not be flushed. The bill would prohibit a covered entity from making a
representation about the flushable attributes, benefits, performance, or efficacy of those
nonwoven disposal products. The bill would establish enforcement provisions, including
authorizing a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 per violation to be imposed on a person who
violates the bill’s provisions.
Existing Law: CalRecycle is required to administer a tire recycling program that promotes and Support.
develops alternatives to the landfill disposal of used whole tires. The California Tire Recycling
Act requires a person who purchases a new tire to pay a California tire fee, for deposit in the
California Tire Recycling Management Fund, for expenditure by CalRecycle to pay the costs of
operating the tire recycling program. The act provides that the tire recycling program may include
the awarding of grants, loans, subsidies, and rebates and the payment of incentives for various
purposes related to reducing landfill disposal of used whole tires and tire recycling. Existing law
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establishes the Rubberized Pavement Market Development Act and requires CalRecycle, in
accordance with the tire recycling program, to award grants for certain public agency projects
that utilize rubberized asphalt concrete. Existing law makes the Rubberized Pavement Market
Development Act inoperative on June 30, 2019.
Proposed Law: This bill would extend the operation of the Rubberized Pavement Market
Development Act to June 30, 2024.

AB
1839

AB
1840

Bonta,
Introduced
Chiu, Kalra, January 6, 2020.
Reyes, and
Weber.
Assembly
Pending
Referral.

Existing Law: Various environmental and economic policies have been established.

Ting

Existing Law: The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act, which is Watch.
administered by CalRecycle, is established to promote beverage container recycling and
provides for the payment, collection, and distribution of certain payments and fees based on
minimum refund values established for beverage containers. Existing law provides for payment
of at least that refund value to a party upon redemption of an empty beverage container.

Introduced
January 6, 2020.
Assembly
Committee on
Natural
Resources.

AB
2104

Cristina
Garcia

February 6, 2020
Pending
Referral.

Watch.

Proposed Law: This bill would create the California Green New Deal Council with a specified
membership appointed by the Governor. The bill would require the California Green New Deal
Council to submit a specified report to the Legislature no later than January 1, 2022. The bill
also would make various findings and declarations.

Proposed Law: This bill would require CalRecycle, on or before January 1, 2022, to make
recommendations to the Legislature on how to improve the act to increase recycling of beverage
container materials within the state and increase consumer redemption convenience.
Existing Law: Requires the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to establish a
Lead-Acid Battery Recycling Facility Investigation and Cleanup Program to identify areas of the
state that are eligible for expenditure of moneys from the Lead-Acid Battery Cleanup Fund for
certain purposes. Existing law requires the program to provide public notice of the initiation of
the investigation or site evaluation of any area reasonably suspected to have been contaminated
by the operation of a lead-acid battery recycling facility. Existing law provides that expenditure
from the fund for purposes of further investigation or evaluation for a site is no longer authorized
if, within 2 years of the public notice, the department is unable to designate a site as determined
with reasonable certainty to have been contaminated by the operation of a lead-acid battery
recycling facility. Existing law authorizes the department to extend the deadline for the
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completion of an investigation, with good cause shown and adequate public notice of the basis
for that extension, to no more than 3 months after the original 2-year deadline.
Proposed Law: This bill would authorize DTSC to extend the deadline additional times in
increments of up to 3 months, for the on-going investigation into a site that may be suspected
to have been contaminated by the operation of a lead-acid battery recycling facility, not to
exceed one year after the original 2-year deadline in total.
SB 45

Allen

Amended
January 23,
2019.
Committee on
Appropriations.

Existing Law: The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor
Access For All Act of 2018, approved by the voters as Proposition 68 at the June 5, 2018,
statewide primary direct election, authorizes the issuance of bonds in the amount of
$4,100,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a drought, water,
parks, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program.
Proposed Law: This bill would enact the Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of
2020, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of
$5,510,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects to
restore fire damaged areas, reduce wildfire risk, create healthy forest and watersheds, reduce
climate impacts on urban areas and vulnerable populations, protect water supply and water
quality, protect rivers, lakes, and streams, reduce flood risk, protect fish and wildlife from climate
impacts, improve climate resilience of agricultural lands, and protect coastal lands and
resources. This bill would provide for the submission of these provisions to the voters at the
November 3, statewide general election. This bill would declare that it is to take effect
immediately as an urgency statute.

SB 54

Allen,
Skinner,
Stern, and
Wiener

Amended
September 10,
2019.
Assembly Floor.
Ordered to
inactive file.

Existing Law: (1) The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, administered by
CalRecycle, generally regulates the disposal, management, and recycling of solid waste,
including single-use plastic straws. The Sustainable Packaging for the State of California Act of
2018 prohibits a food service facility located in a state-owned facility, operating on or acting as
a concessionaire on state property, or under contract to provide food service to a state agency
from dispensing prepared food using a type of food service packaging unless the type of food
service packaging is on a list that CalRecycle publishes and maintains on its internet website
that contains types of approved food service packaging that are reusable, recyclable, or
compostable. Existing law makes a legislative declaration that it is the policy goal of the state
that not less than 75% of solid waste generated be source reduced, recycled, or composted by
2020. (2) The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 requires each city and

Letter of Support
if Amended /
Oppose Unless
Amended sent to
Assembly
Committee on
Natural
Resources on
June 21, 2019.
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county, and each regional agency formed pursuant to the act, to develop a source reduction and
recycling element of an integrated waste management plan to divert 50% of all solid waste,
through source reduction, recycling, and composting activities. (3) The Alcoholic Beverage
Control Act, administered by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC), regulates
the granting of licenses for the manufacture, distribution, and sale of alcoholic beverages within
the state. The act requires an out-of-state vendor shipping beer into the state to hold a certificate
of compliance granted by ABC. The act authorizes ABC to suspend or revoke the certificate of
compliance, as specified, if an out-of-state-vendor after obtaining the certificate fails to submit a
certain monthly report or fails to comply with a particular provision of the California Beverage
Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act.
Proposed Law: (1) This bill would enact the California Circular Economy and Pollution
Reduction Act (Act), which would impose a comprehensive regulatory scheme on producers,
retailers, and wholesalers of single-use packaging, and priority single-use products, to be
administered by the department. As part of that regulatory scheme, the bill would require
CalRecycle, before January 1, 2024, to adopt regulations that require producers, (i) to source
reduce, to the maximum extent feasible, single-use packaging and priority single-use products
and (ii) to ensure all single-use packaging and priority single-use products that are manufactured
on or after January 1, 2030, and that are offered for sale, sold, distributed, or imported in or into
California are recyclable or compostable. The bill would require the regulations to achieve and
maintain, by January 1, 2030, a statewide 75% reduction of the waste generated from singleuse packaging and priority single-use products, offered for sale, sold, distributed, or imported in
or into the state through source reduction, recycling, or composting. The bill would authorize
CalRecycle to determine which actions producers may undertake to achieve those
requirements. The bill would require CalRecycle, by January 1, 2023, and before adopting the
regulations, to finalize an implementation plan. The bill would require CalRecycle to establish a
Circular Economy and Waste Pollution Reduction Panel for the purpose of identifying barriers
and solutions to creating a circular economy consistent with the Act. The regulatory scheme
would include, among other requirements, registration, reporting, and recordkeeping
requirements. The bill would require reports and data provided to CalRecycle pursuant to the
act to be accurate and attested to under penalty of perjury, thereby imposing a state-mandated
local program by expanding the crime of perjury. The bill would prohibit a retailer or wholesaler,
from offering for sale or selling single-use packaging, products packaged in single-use
packaging, or priority single-use products if the producer of the single-use packaging or priority
single-use product is listed as noncompliant on CalRecycle's internet website on a list that the
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bill would require CalRecycle to post. The bill would require CalRecycle to develop criteria to
determine whether the packaging or priority single-use products are reusable, recyclable, or
compostable. The bill would authorize local governments, solid waste facilities, recycling
facilities, and composting facilities to provide information requested by CalRecycle for purposes
of developing that criteria. The bill would require single-use packaging and priority single-use
products offered for sale, sold, distributed, or imported in or into California by a producer to meet
specified recycling rates that are based on date of manufacture and that increase over a
prescribed timeframe, and would authorize CalRecycle to impose a higher recycling rate. The
bill would require CalRecycle to establish, update, and post on its internet website a list of
packaging and product categories, and recycling rates for those packaging and product
categories. The bill would authorize producers, if CalRecycle adopts specified regulations
authorizing the establishment of a stewardship program, to collectively form a stewardship
organization that adopts a stewardship plan, as an alternative to individually complying with the
above-referenced comprehensive regulatory scheme. The bill would require CalRecycle to
establish, and a producer to pay, the California circular economy regulatory fee. The bill would
require CalRecycle to set the amount of the fee at no more than is necessary for the regulatory
costs of the above-referenced comprehensive regulatory scheme and stewardship program, and
would require a stewardship organization to pay the regulatory fee on behalf of its member
producers The bill would require CalRecycle to report to the Legislature every 3 years its
progress in implementing the act's provisions. The bill would provide for exceptions to, and
enforcement of the Act, including authorizing CalRecycle to impose an administrative civil
penalty in an amount not to exceed $50,000 per day per violation on an entity that is not in
compliance with the Act's requirements. (2) This bill would prohibit a city, county, city and county,
or other local public agency from requiring a grocery store to use a certain type of food packaging
for any food sold in the grocery store unless the majority of residential households within the
jurisdiction of the local agency have access to a curbside program that accepts the material from
which that food packaging is made. The bill would also prohibit those local agencies from
requiring a grocery store to use a food packaging container that does not meet specified criteria.
The bill would repeal these provisions as of January 1, 2030. (3) This bill would authorize ABC
to suspend or revoke the certificate of compliance of an out-of-state vendor that fails to comply
with the provisions of the California Circular Economy and Pollution Reduction Act.
SB 424

Jackson

Amended May
17, 2019.

Existing Law: (1) the Stop Tobacco Access to Kids Enforcement Act, an enforcing agency may Floor Alert of
assess civil penalties against any person, firm, or corporation that sells, gives, or furnishes Support sent to
specified tobacco and cigarette related items, including cigarette papers, to a person who is
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under 21 years of age. The existing civil penalties range from $400 to $600 for a first violation, Senate on May
up to $5,000 to $6,000 for a 5th violation within a 5-year period. Existing law prohibits the sale, 23, 2019.
distribution, or non-sale distribution of tobacco products directly or indirectly to any person under
21 years of age through the United States Postal Service or other public or private postal or
package delivery service. Under existing law, a district attorney, city attorney, or the Attorney
General may assess civil penalties against a violator of not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000
for the first violation and up to $10,000 for a 5th or subsequent violation within a 5-year period.
Under existing law, every person, firm, or corporation that knowingly or under circumstances in
which it has knowledge, or should otherwise have grounds for knowledge, sells, gives, or
furnishes a cigarette, among other specified items, to another person who is under 21 years of
age is subject to either a criminal action for a misdemeanor or to a civil action brought by a city
attorney, a county counsel, or a district attorney, punishable by a fine of $200 for the first offense,
$500 for the 2nd offense, and $1,000 for the 3rd offense. (2) The California Integrated Waste
Management Act of 1989 administered by CalRecycle generally regulates the disposal,
management, and recycling of solid waste including single-use carryout bags and single-use
plastic straws.
Proposed Law: (1) This bill would prohibit a person or entity from selling, giving, or furnishing
to another person of any age in this state a cigarette utilizing a single-use filter made of any
material, an attachable and single-use plastic device meant to facilitate manual manipulation or
filtration of a tobacco product, and a single-use electronic cigarette or vaporizer device. The bill
would prohibit that selling, giving, or furnishing, whether conducted directly or indirectly through
an in-person transaction, or by means of any public or private method of shipment or delivery to
an address in this state. This bill would authorize a city attorney, county counsel, or district
attorney to assess a $500 civil fine against each person determined to have violated those
prohibitions in a proceeding conducted pursuant to the procedures of the enforcing agency. (2)
This bill would require the manufacturer of a tobacco product to use materials eligible for
recycling under state or local recycling programs, including electronic waste recycling programs,
in existence as of January 1, 2020, to make any reusable component of the tobacco product, or,
alternatively, if certain conditions are met, to collect reusable components that are not eligible
for recycling through a take-back or mail-back program. The bill would define "reusable
component" to mean a multiuse cigarette filter or a multiuse electronic cigarette that is designed
to work for at least one year with daily use. The bill would require a manufacturer to collect
reusable components that are household hazardous waste, and send those components to the
appropriate recycler, or to reimburse household hazardous waste collection facilities, for the
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costs of collecting and recycling those reusable components. The bill would authorize
CalRecycle to impose an administrative penalty, on a manufacturer that is in violation of these
provisions. The bill would authorize CalRecycle to collect a fee that does not exceed the
reasonable regulatory costs of enforcing and administering these provisions from the
manufacturer of a tobacco product with a reusable component, and to adopt regulations to
implement these provisions.
SB 667

Hueso

Amended July 1,
2019.
Assembly
Committee on
Appropriations.

Existing Law: The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air
Resources Board (ARB) as the state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of
emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs). The act authorizes state ARB to include the use of
market-based compliance mechanisms. Existing law requires all moneys, except for fines and
penalties, collected by the state board as a part of the market-based compliance mechanism to
be deposited in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Existing law establishes the CalRecycle
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Revolving Loan Program, administered by the CalRecycle, to
provide loans to reduce the emissions of GHGs by promoting in-state development of
infrastructure to process organic and other recyclable materials into new value-added products.
Existing law requires the CalRecycle, with additional moneys from the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund to administer a grant program to provide financial assistance, in the form of
grants, incentive payments, contracts, or other funding mechanisms, to reduce the emissions of
GHGs by promoting in-state development of infrastructure, food waste prevention, or other
projects to reduce organic waste or process organic and other recyclable materials into new,
value-added products. The California Pollution Control Financing Authority Act establishes the
California Pollution Control Financing Authority, with specified powers and duties, and
authorizes the authority to approve financing for projects or pollution control facilities to prevent
or reduce environmental pollution.

Letter of Support
if Amended sent
to Assembly
Committee on
Natural
Resources on
June 20, 2019.

Proposed Law: This bill would require CalRecycle to develop, on or before January 1, 2021,
and would authorize CalRecycle to amend, a 5-year needs assessment to support innovation
and technological and infrastructure development, in order to meet specified organic waste
reduction and recycling targets, as provided. The bill would require, on or before June 1, 2021,
the department, in coordination with the Treasurer and the California Pollution Control Financing
Authority, to develop financial incentive mechanisms, including, among other mechanisms,
loans and incentive payments, to fund and accelerate public and private capital towards organic
waste diversion and recycling infrastructure. The bill would authorize the authority to provide any
alternative financing necessary to implement and administer those financial incentive
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mechanisms for the benefit of public or private participating parties, in accordance with the
needs assessment. The bill would establish the California Recycling Infrastructure Investment
Account in the State Treasury, to be administered by the California Pollution Control Financing
Authority. The bill would require the Treasurer, in coordination with the department, to coordinate
with the States of Nevada, Oregon, and Washington on infrastructure financing to support the
recycling needs of the region and to create an advisory stakeholder committee to support
development of interstate recycling infrastructure and markets for recyclable materials.
SB 964

Skinner

Introduced
February 11,
2020.

Existing Law: The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, designates the State Air
Resources Board as the state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of
emissions of greenhouse gases. The act authorizes the state board to include the use of marketbased compliance mechanisms. Existing law requires all moneys, except for fines and penalties,
collected by the state board as part of a market-based compliance mechanism to be deposited
in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and to be available upon appropriation. Existing law
requires moneys from the fund to be allocated for the purpose of reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases in this state and satisfying other purposes, if applicable and to the extent
feasible, and authorizes specified investments if the investment furthers the regulatory purposes
of the act and is consistent with law.
Proposed Law: This bill would make non-substantive changes to the provision related to the
expenditure of moneys appropriated from the fund. Moneys shall be used to facilitate the
achievement of reductions of greenhouse gas emissions in this state consistent with the
California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and, where applicable and to the extent
feasible: Maximize economic, environmental, and public health benefits to the state. Foster job
creation by promoting in-state greenhouse gas emissions reduction projects and infrastructure.

Federal Legislation
HR
4050

Omar

Introduced July
25, 2019.
House
Committee on
Energy and
Commerce.

Proposed Law: Authorization for the US EPA to award $250,000,000 for the period of fiscal
years 2020 through 2027 grants giving priority to (A) statutory commitments to implementing
zero-waste practices; (B) demonstrate how the project to be carried out with grant funds could
lead to the creation of new jobs that pay a living wage, with preference for projects that create
jobs for individuals with barriers to employment, as determined by the Administrator; (C) will use
grant funds for source reduction or waste prevention in schools; (D) will use grant funds to
employ adaptive management practices to identify, prevent, or address any negative
environmental consequences of the proposed project; (E) have a demonstrated need for

Oppose Unless
Amended /
Support if
Amended
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additional investment in infrastructure and projects to achieve source reduction and waste
prevention targets set by the local unit of government that is responsible for waste and recycling
projects in the geographic area; (F) will use grant funds to develop innovative or new
technologies and strategies for source reduction and waste prevention; (G) demonstrate how
receiving the grant will encourage further investment in source reduction and waste prevention
projects; or (H) will incorporate multi-stakeholder involvement, including nonprofit, commercial,
and public sector partners, in carrying out a project using grant funds.
HR
5115

Cardenas

Introduced
November 15,
2019.
Committee on
Energy and
Commerce.

HR
5221

McEachin

Introduced
November 21,
2019.
House
Committee on
Energy and
Commerce.

Proposed Law: (1) To establish the Recycling Infrastructure Program within the Environmental Support.
Protection Agency, and for other purposes. The EPA may establish a program, to be known as
the Recycling Infrastructure Program, to award financial assistance to States, local
governments, and tribal governments, on a competitive basis, to support and expand the
recycling infrastructure and recycling programs in such States, local governments, and tribal
governments. (2) In awarding financial assistance to States, local governments, and tribal
governments under the Recycling Infrastructure Program, the Administrator shall give priority to
States, local governments, and tribal governments that propose to use the assistance to expand
recycling access and collection of recyclable materials to underserved areas; modernize existing
technology; use innovative technology; enhance curbside recycling and other collection; or
reduce contamination of recyclable materials. (3) The amount of the Federal financial assistance
used for a project or program shall not exceed 50 percent of the total cost of the project or
program. (4) The EPA may use for the administration of this Act such funds as the EPA
determines necessary for each of fiscal years 2020 through 2024.
Proposed Law: This bill establishes requirements to reduce greenhouse gas pollution.
Specifically, the bill sets a national goal of achieving a 100% clean economy (i.e., economywide, net-zero greenhouse gas emissions) by no later than 2050. Each federal agency must
develop and implement a plan to rapidly achieve the national goal. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) must monitor, evaluate, and report on the progress of the United States
in achieving the national goal. In addition, the EPA must establish the Clean Economy Federal
Advisory Committee to make recommendations to the EPA on one or more interim greenhouse
gas emissions reduction goals for the United States to achieve before achieving the national
goal. After obtaining the committee's recommendations, the EPA must recommend to Congress
one or more interim goals.
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Udall and
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House Energy
and Commerce
House Ways and
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Transportation
House
Transportation
Subcommittee
on Water
Resources and
Environment
House Foreign
Affairs
Senate
Committee on
Finance

S 2941

Portman

Introduced
November 21,
2019.

SUMMARY
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Proposed Law: This Act would (A) Require Plastic Producers to Take Responsibility for
Collecting and Recycling Materials: Producers currently relying on plastic and other covered
materials to deliver their products to the market will be required to design, manage, and finance
programs to process any waste that would normally land in the natural environment. The
legislation will encourage producers to cooperate with those who produce similar products to
take responsibility for their waste and implement cleanup programs with Environmental
Protection Agency approval. Producers will cover the costs of waste management and cleanup, as well as awareness raising measures for covered materials, which includes packaging and
consumer paper products, regardless of the recyclability, compostability, and type of material;
printed paper; bio-based products; tobacco products, including filtered cigarettes; and fishing
gear. (B) Require Nationwide Container Deposits: The legislation will institute a 10-cent national
deposit requirement for all beverage containers, regardless of material, to be refunded to
customers when they return containers. Any unclaimed refunds will go to beverage producers
to offset investments in nationwide collection and recycling infrastructure. This legislation
encourages states that have already implemented similar initiatives to continue their current
systems if they match the federal requirements. (C) Ban Certain Pollutant Products: Beginning
in January 2022, the most common single-use plastic products that pollute our environment will
be banned from sale and distribution. The ban will apply to lightweight plastic carryout bags,
food and drinkware from expanded polystyrene, cutlery, plates, straws, drink stirrers and cotton
buds with exceptions for persons with disabilities. (D) Carryout Bag Fee: The legislation would
impose a fee on the distribution of non-reusable carryout bags, which would fund litter clean-up
and recycling infrastructure. (E) New Minimum Recycled Content Requirement: Containers will
be required to include an increasing percentage of recycled content in their manufacture before
entering the market. (F) Protect Existing State Action: The bill would protect state and local
governments to enact more stringent standards, requirements, and additional product bans. (G)
Moratorium on New Plastic Facilities: The legislation will give environmental agencies the
valuable time needed to investigate the cumulative impacts of new plastic-producing facilities on
the air, water, and climate. The legislation would also update EPA regulations to reduce factoryproduced plastic contamination in waterways and direct the EPA to update existing Clean Air
and Clean Water Act emissions standards to ensure that plastic-producing facilities integrate
the latest technology to prevent further pollution.
Proposed Law: This bill requires the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency Watch.
(EPA) to establish a consumer recycling education and outreach grant program, to eligible
entities to improve the effectiveness of residential and community recycling programs through
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public education and outreach. An eligible entity shall demonstrate to the Administrator that the
grant funds will be used to encourage the collection of recycled materials that are sold to an
existing or developing market. Prohibits the use for the separate collection of residential solid
waste from recycled material, unless the funds are used to promote a transition to a system that
separately collects recycled materials; or to promote the establishment of, or conversion to, a
residential collection system that does not provide for the separate collection of residential solid
waste from recycled material.
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