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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU C?F LAND MANAGEMENT

WASHINGTON, D.C. ZOZAO

October 13, 2966

IN REP~,Y NEFER TO:

9180.1 (713a)

Mr. M. A. Nicholas
County Engineer and Road Commissioner
825 E. Third Street
San Bernardino, California

llear Mr. Nicholas:

Please excuse the delay in this•repl.y to your letter of September 13requesting historical information about the iniCisl. point of the
San Bernardino Meridian and Base Line. Much of the fallowing had tobe abtained from various archives.

The earliest mention we have yet found of this initial point is in
the Commissioner's Report for 1f3S1, dated November 26, 1$51. CommissionerButterfield stated: "To regulate the surveys of the Lands drained by
the Colorado and those on the southern coast of the States another
base line and meridian have been proposed by the surveyor general, w~.ththeir intersection at Los Angeles, and this has been approved bq thedepartment." We shall continue a search for the surveyoz' general's
report and any instructions from him to Henry WashingCon.

The initial point was established by Henxy Washington on November 7 andNovember 8, 1852. His description of the establishment is ~3.ven in the ,enclosed report on the initial point pzepared by John L. Warbays, in
1944. We have not found the original report which shows the drawing ofthe monument referred to by Warbays. It may be that our Sacramento Off3.cehas a copy which includes the drawing. Enclosed 3.s a copy of Washington'sfield notes describing how he initiated his surveys fzom the point. Thenotes ~.n.dicate that Washington did not groceed directlp from the monument.He commenced at a point from which it was observed to bear N. 45° E., thentraversed to another paint due west of the monument. By computation hedetermined he was then 23 miles 9.$0 chains due west. His surveys branchedoff from this latter point.

The next surveyor in~the vicinity was Albert G. Itwcton, under a contractdated November 13, 1876. Buxton ran south €rom a Washington earner sixmiles north of the initial point to the corner of sections 19, 24, 25,and 30, on the west boundary of T. 1 iV.~ R. Z E. die proceeded no fartherbecause of the rau~h terrain.
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Excerpts from the field notes of surveys by John C. Rice, George Pearson,
anc~ Frank W. Chapin pertinent to the initial point are included in the
report by Warboys. The contracts let to Ruxton and Rice merely show
the townships each was to s~:rvep. Presumably the methods to be employed
were as described in the current surveying manual. The special instructions
for Group 41, under which Chapin worked, consist of 40 pages applying to
13 townships. Very little history of previous surveys is given. Tha only
part of the anstructians pertinent to your research is the following
sCatement, under Exteriors of T. 1 S., R. 1 W.: '

"Retrgce the E. bdy. of the township and the S. bdy. of T. 1 N,,
R. I. W, and renew or reestab~Iish cots. where necessary."

In summary, Henry tdashington established a monument on November 7 And 8„
1852, which he Cermed the initial point of tha San Bernardino Meridian
and Base Line; 5ut was not able~to extend those lines directly from it.
from a historical staadpoint this is the initial paint. ThereafCer he
determined a point 13 miles 9.80 chains west of his initial point which
served as a starting point of his further surveys. Between September 9
and September l3, 1894, John C. Rice surveyed south, between Tps. 1 N.,
Rs. 1 E. an,d 1 W., to a paint 13.45 chains east of Washington's monument.
Rice referred to this monument as "old temporary monument established by
Deputy Washington in 1852 " and established what he termed Che initial
point 13.45 chains to tha east. This_s_.the governing initial point for
survegs in the immediate vicinity uperseding Washington's monument for
that purpose. Between September 9 sad September 12, 1907, George W. Pearson
established a closing corner of Tps. 1 S., Rs. I E. and l W., at a point
4.20 cha~.ns west of Rice's monument. In 1917 Chapin reported slifiht
differences from the record in the relat~.ve positions of the three points.
He noted a "lame mound of stone (probab2v DeFut~Washin~ton's mon,umen~,Z„' ~~
in passing but did not rehabilitate it because it had na significance in
relmtion to the ~overnin~ Imes. It is ironic that the monument, erected

Washington with so much Tabor and care, is now only a tumb~.ed mound o~
stone situated neither on the base line nor the meridian.

tle enclose a map showing the principal meridians and base lines governing
the public land surveys. Anew two-piece wall map of the United States,
scale 1:2,500,000 is now available £tom the Superintendent of Documents,
U. S. Government Printing Office, t~'ashington, D. C., 20402, at a cost of
$3.00. This map shows the townships governed by each meridian.

Any additional material we may E3.nd will be sent to you.. / ~1

.~ 
~C ~~~ i L 1 .

' Enclosures 3 ~~`

2



THE it~ASNIt~GTON t~ONU~fCNT C~~SURVEY EXPED(TIO~!̂
INITIAL POtidTS AS DE1'ERMlNED BY

FRANhG Wt. CNAPIN, U.S. CADASTRAL EhlGlNEEF2 tN 1917

Y

SECTION 3G

T.t N., R.i W.

S.B.B. 8 M
TRUE BEARING, BY SOLAR OBSERVATION, FROM THE SIW
.CORNER SEC710N 34, T.i N., R.I W., TO ~'NE ~~ RICE MONUMENT"
BY CNAPIN, 1917. BRASS CAPPED MONUMENTS t"/ERE SET EACH-~-M

~"'~~~ -- 620.4 0 F7.
~,-,~--~- 9.4 0 C H

B~~j~(,//t/~ i SOUTH 3.96 FT,
` ~6 U NKS)

WASHINGTON MONUMENT

(S2t in 1852)
LAT. 34°07' 12~; 939
SONG. I 16° 55~ 48°393

POSITIONS OF LATITUDE

AND ~ONGtTUDE ESTABLISHED
8Y TNIS EXPEDITI^N IN

SEPTEMBER, 1966 SECTION 1

T.I S., R.1 W.

S. B. B.8,~M 4
r~~

L

~ SECTION 3t

Q ~ T.1 N., R.1 E.

4 S,BB. 8 M.~. _.

V.!

~ RICE MONUMENT (Set in 18~?`
BRASS CAPPED BY CNAPIN IN !_~i~
L/kT. 34 ° 07' t 3; 162 '

~ONG.116° 55' 34;'052
293.04 FT
4.4 4 C H ~Z-~~i

PEARSON MONUMENT Set in 1~07~
BRASS GArPED BY CHAFIN N 1917 {DESTROY.ED BY SCI;
LAT. 34° 07 ̀ 13:1 18

SONG. 116° 55~ 37:536

SECTION 6 e

T•1 S•, R.I E.

S. B.B . 8. M . .
~:

Grown By: Alston Reed



Report ou San Bsrnardioo Cow~ty SuYvepo~ro •,

. ~ Initial foist Yxpoditio~ — Jal~ 14 i 1ST 1967

8~► Bu~,4ns fib. ~ • ACSNr Southara Cali!♦ S~~tivo

CO~aitC~mnn t~ lir$o lOtr .

San 8~rwrdino Couacp

Aa a 1011aw ap to e\W~shln~Con Konumeat R~aurvey

1~xpedition (de~cribQd in ~ Jm~ 1967 quartaYly) a ~co~~

o! ~loyQea'o! th~~San Sa rdiao Cauoty Surv~yar~,r ag:icw

___.~~..-..~-~-=: nad~ a trip to tbo Yuitial ~aiat !or tha San Bornardi~a.

. ~ Bye end ?~rldiats.l . Tho main ob j 4ativo o!` the ts~ip ~~ to
,~

~,~ ~ ~ ' ~~` ~`' ~ recoves tho Cranita ~~ona oat by Doputy ~►oramsnt 5urv~ror
~~

~:~ ~ ~„`;~~, ~;~~j~~~~~ ~ Pea~ceon in 1907, rw tYw clo~3n~ cora~r oo the Dao~li~,+. loft
~~ 

~~,

the San Bernardino 134ridian doing aoutho '

Tbi~ cor~wY vas loured to ba 292.88 feet Nut o! the
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THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT RESURVEY EXPEDITION

INITIAL POINTS AS DETERMINED BY ~T
t ,

FRANK W• CHAPIN, U.S. CADASTRAL ENGINEER IN 1917 r
}

- --

..

~

~

~.

` - .- ~ SECTION 3G ~ SECTION 31 .

T. I N.~ R.1 W . Q T. 1 N., R.1 E.

S..8.6. 8 M 4 x.88. 8 M.

TRUE BEARING, BY SOLAR OBSERVATION, FROM THE S/W ~

ZORNER SECTION 34, T.i N.~ R•1 W., TO THE ~~ RICE MONUMENT" ill

BY CF+APtN, 1917. BRASS CAPPED MONUMENTS WERE SET EACH-n~i~E. ~ 1e RICE MONUMENT (Set in 1892

LAS 3~4' 07' 13; 162

~~ - _ - ` - LONG. II6° 55' 34."052
.. ._ -- N 89° 07' E 

~~
—

620.40 FT,
293.04 FT

r 9.40 CH 4.44 CH _~__ ----,—

f
_: ~~ BASELIIiI E ~ source 3;ss Fri -

- ~ - - ~`"(6 LINKS)-~~ PEARSON_ MONUMENT Set in 1907) ~ ` ,_s

LAT. 34° OT'13:'I I8 
_ ; . < ,.,-~_Y _.~.:

x - ~ WASHtNGTON MONUMENT _ ~tONG. 116° 35~ 37:536

I8~S~t ~n . 52)

" ' LAS 34°07' 12; 939
LONG. 116.55 48•"393

POSITIGNS OF LATITUDE

-' ~ ANO LONGITUDE ESTA~USHED
~.-

~1f fiHIS EXPE01710N IN - r ._

SEPTEMBER, 1966 i SECTION 1 ~ SECTION 6

T. ! S.~ R.I W. ~ Q ~ 'f•1 S •, R.1 E.
'-- : _ ~_ _ ~ . g. B. B.B. M ~ S,B..B. S M.

~u '
M1 ~

{
Drown By: Alston Reed ..
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IN REPI.~ REFER TO:

N

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF 'fHE INTERIOR 9180
(04940-C.05a)

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

STATE OFFICE

U.S. Courthouse ~ Federal Bldg., - Room 4017
650 Capitol Me].l

Sacramento, Californig
95814

AuguaC 14, 1968

Mr. J. W. Abbey
County Surveyor
San Bernardino County
316 Mount View Avenue
San Bernardino, California 92410

Dear Mr. Abbey:

Enclosed is a diagram showing the San Bernardino Meridian Initial

Point as set by H. Washington and his method of projecting the survegs

from that point. Also showing the sequence of connecting lines

rahich resuitied i~ ~Che ~~tabliahment of the other two monuments.

This diagrmn is fmr infbrmation amly, which I thought might be

of interest to gout.
~'

~ Sincerely yours,

J~~~'~`
_,l:~~

George W. Johnson
thief, Branch of Cadastral Surveys

Enclosure:

r'

~► ~C

l G 1968

~~ 5" y~R
~y e°~"~nJC.h~ ~►

t

~~~ ~
~~`

. ._ _ ._____ _....f ~ _ . _ . _ ._..._ .. _ . , .. ~
~~ .
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September 26, 1968

,f

M

Mr. George W. Johnson, Chief
Branch of Cadastral Surv~ye
United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
~U.s. Courthouse & Federal Building, Rooms 4017
650 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Mr. Johnsona

Thank you for your letter of~August •14, 1968 and enclosed dia-
gram. ~Towever, in examination of the diagram we find the reYa-
tionship between the initial monument and the closing corner to
Township 1 South, Ranges 1 East and 1 West to be in error. Whin
George Pearson closed upon the baseline in 1907 ha called a t~is-
tance of 4.20 chains West of the initial monument, however, the

D
monument that Pearson actually tied into was the corner establish-
ed by J. C. Rice in 1894 marking the corns= between Range, 1 East
and 1 West, Township 1 Notth.

Enclosed you will find a oopy of photograph taken of tl~~ In~ti~l
Point area.~~ The enclosed photo shows the location of the three
corners and''as additional ve itiaation in 1967 we satually found
the wring ties called for n the original Sete of notes for a~a~ch
of the monuments as designa~ on the photo. I hops this will bo
informative and useful to you otfiae. ~~

Very truly yours w

9




